AZTEC TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE
MINUTES

March 31, 2009
The regular meeting of the Aztec Trails and Open Space Committee met at the Civic Center on March 31, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.  President Kelly Townsend called the meeting to order and introductions and affiliations were made.  Those in attendance were President Kelly Townsend, Vice President Dave Gilkey, Treasurer Eleanor Townsend, Don Greenwood, Sally Burbridge, Ed Cooper, Tara Townsend, Porter Smith, Margie Townsend,   Joe Hubbard, Dave Porter, Kimby Wells, Darrel Workman, and Ralph Winebarger.
Sally Burbridge made a motion, seconded by Eleanor Townsend to approve the minutes from the January meeting.  Eleanor Townsend gave the Treasurers Report.  Currently there is $360.00 in the checking account housed at Four Corners Community Bank.  Sally Burbridge made a motion, seconded by Dave Gilkey to approve the Treasurers report.
Kelly informed those present that the 501c(3) had been approved by the IRS.  The group will be able to move along obtaining corporate and personal donations.

Sally updated the group on the ATOS website (aztectrails.com).  She has been working steadily on the website and has placed an article in the TALON requesting assistance from people using trails in the area for details describing the trails.  She also requested that the President and Secretary of ATOS be authorized to make changes to the website.
Several projects that ATOS had previously identified were detailed in the agenda. A motion was made by Eleanor Townsend and seconded by Dave Gilkey to prioritize the projects in the following manner:

1. Develop Concepts for Pedestrian Bridge Landings

2. Continued Website Development & Maps

3. Complete Riverside Loop Trails

4. “29” Bridge Access

5. Develop Plan for Recreational Area Trails

Sally Burbridge began the discussion pertaining to the dues structure for ATOS membership. Bicycle license plates were discussed.  Prices were received from Alvin Klein for a 3”x6” plate for $1.99 per plate.  This is the most reasonable price received to date.  These plates would be given to paid members of ATOS.  Discussion ensued and was tabled for the next meeting after more research is completed.

Joe Hubbard informed the group that Sunland Construction had donated chips that can be used to chip trails.  It was decided to send a thank you to Sunland Construction for their generous donation.  The chips will be used at the upcoming Work Day at Riverside Park.  Joe Hubbard will look into obtaining more chips for the trails.

It has been discussed on several occasions to increase the number of ATOS Board members.  Currently there are 5 (five) Board members.  However, ATOS has had numerous occasions where a quorum was not present.  In a motion made by Eleanor Townsend and seconded by Sally Burbridge the Board members were increased to 7.  The additional Board members elected are Ed Cooper, Dave Gilkey and Joe Hubbard.  One position was vacated by Rob Heyduck.  Congratulations to our new Board Members and thank you for your participation to ATOS.

The election of 2009 Officers commenced. Duties of the officers were discussed.  The following officers were nominated:


President-Kelly Townsend (re-elected)


Vice President-David Porter


Treasurer-Eleanor Townsend (re-elected)


Secretary-Tara Townsend

A motion was made by Eleanor Townsend and seconded by Sally Burbridge allowing Kelly Townsend to get a cashiers check to pay the annual corporate filing fees to the New Mexico Public Regulation Corporation.

ATOS decided to participate the in the April 25 Earth Day activities to be held at the Aztec Ruins.  Kimby Wells from the Aztec Ruins will sign up ATOS for a booth from 8:00 to 5:00.

After significant discussion an ATOS Work Day was scheduled for April 18 at Riverside Park from 7:00 till 12:00.  A notice will be placed in the TALON by Sally Burbridge.  Tara Townsend will contact Mr. Pettijohn from Aztec High School to determine whether the art class at the high school would be interested in painting the concrete columns under the bridge.  She will report to ATOS at the next meeting on the results.
Fiesta Day in Aztec is schedule for June 6, 2009.  A booth will be manned by ATOS.  ATOS will also participate in the parade-probably riding bikes.  More discussion later to finalize details.  A Bicycle Rodeo was also discussed.  Kelly Townsend will talk with Ron Goimarac and Ralph Winebarger will talk with his manager to discuss details of the rodeo.  There will also be the Pedestrian Bridge Grand Opening as well at 80 years for the ’29 Bridge as part of the summer activities in Aztec.
ATOS Cruise Night will begin the Friday of Memorial Day and will continue through Oktoberfest at 7:00, meeting in Minium Park.

Joe Hubbard informed the group that ATOS has been placed on the Lower Animas Ditch meeting agenda on April 13, 2009 at 4:00 at Chipman’s accounting in Aztec. ATOS will approach the ditch company to see whether they are interested in using their ditch right of ways for trails. 

Sally Burbridge inquired about the group interest in requesting funds from the City of Aztec for trail projects.  A motion was made by Eleanor Towsend and seconded by Dave Porter to wait until next year to apply for funds from the city.

Joe Hubbard stated that the State of New Mexico is sponsoring a Biathlon Bicycle Tour on New Mexico Road #5 from Bernalillo to the state line which will go right through Aztec.  He will keep ATOS informed as he gets information on the event.

A change in meeting dates was discussed due to the change in meeting dates for the Aztec Commission.  It was decided to change the ATOS meetings to the third Tuesday of each month beginning April 21st.  A motion to this effect was made by Eleanor Townsend and seconded by Kelly Townsend.
There being no further discussion the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Eleanor Townsend

Acting Secretary
